SPIRIT NOW A STATIC RESEARCH STATION

· NASA Mars rover will continue science experiments from the spot where it became stuck in May.
PASADENA, Calif. – It seems that Spirit has always been the unluckier of the two Mars Exploration Rovers. This proves true at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, as Mars Exploration Rover project employees are buckling down for the next phase of the Spirit rover’s long life. 
Ten months after it became stuck in soft sand on the Martian surface, NASA is coming to terms with the fact that Spirit will never leave that spot. It has been declared a stationary science platform.

"Spirit is not dead; it has just entered another phase of its long life," said Doug McCuistion, director of the Mars Exploration Program at NASA Headquarters in Washington. "We told the world last year that attempts to set the beloved robot free may not be successful. It looks like Spirit's current location on Mars will be its final resting place."
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Spirit will continue to make scientific observations and conduct experiments from the spot. Already it seems to be making progress -- NASA scientists have discovered rich deposits of iron(III) sulfate in the sand, a compound whose existence is only possible with water.
This report was written by aerospace correspondent Russell, a space geek who loves rovers like Spirit and has a dream of travelling in space himself.
A view of Spirit’s current location from her front hazard-avoidance cameras.








