CASSINI FLIES BY TITAN

· 66th Titan flyby took place January 28.
PASADENA, Calif. – At NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, there’s a lot to be excited about.


Just two days ago, JPL declared the Mars Exploration Rover Spirit a stationery research station after being stuck in sand for 10 months at a spot on the Martian “Home Plate” region called “Troy”.


Now, the Cassini spacecraft has made its 66th flyby of Titan, a moon of Saturn believed to possibly be habitable.


The Equinox mission is an extension from Cassini’s original mission of orbiting Saturn and dropping the Huygens probe on to Titan. It is the result of a little luck (that the spacecraft has survived this long) and some extra funding.


On this particular flyby, the Visual Infrared Mapping Spectrometer (VIMS) device on Cassini made a much more detailed detection of the composition and spectral properties of Titan’s atmosphere. No data or information has yet been released.


The last flyby, also of Titan, took place on January 12.

This report was written by Aerospace correspondent Russell, of WNRS through the Disassociated Press. He is green with envy of the awesome people behind the Cassini Equinox mission, wishing he was one of them. Maybe he will be someday.
